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Media Advisory: Reading Is Fundamental Proudly Supports Kansas Book Festival  
 

 
RIF Applauds First Lady Mary Brownback, a member of RIF’s First Spouses Circle, in Her Efforts to 

Encourage Children’s Literacy and Lifelong Reading 
 
 

Overview: WASHINGTON, Aug. 31, 2012 – Reading Is Fundamental (RIF), the nation’s largest 

children’s literacy organization, is proud to support the Kansas Book Festival, organized 
by First Lady Mary Brownback as a way to encourage children’s literacy and lifelong 
reading. A member of RIF’s First Spouses Circle, Brownback works alongside fellow first 
spouses serving as literacy leaders in their communities.  

   

  RIF is donating one of the organization’s 2011-2012 Multicultural Book Collections, which 
includes 45 children’s books and related resources for parents, educators and community 
volunteers, to the Festival. It will be awarded to the school libraries of the winners of the 
3

rd
 through 5

th
 grade writing contest. Each book in the collection also includes three 

activity guides based on the Common Core Standards so that parents, educators and 
community volunteers can engage children further in the books. 

 
When and Where: Saturday, September, 15, 2012 

   9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
 Kansas Historical Society in Topeka 

 
By the Numbers:  

 There is only 1 book for every 300 children in low-income neighborhoods in the United 
States. 

 RIF delivers free books and literacy resources to those who need them most, reaching 4 
million children and distributing 14 million books last year alone. 

 In 2011, RIF volunteers across Kansas distributed nearly 220,000 books to more than 
59,000 children. 

 Since RIF’s founding in 1966, the organization has distributed 400 million free, new books 
to more than 35 million children. 

 
About RIF 

Reading Is Fundamental, Inc. (RIF), founded in 1966, motivates children to read by working with them, their parents, 
and community members to make reading a fun and beneficial part of everyday life. RIF’s highest priority is reaching 
underserved children from birth to age 8. Through community volunteers in every state and U.S. territory, RIF 
provided 4 million children with 15 million new, free books and literacy resources last year. For more information and 
to access reading resources, visit RIF’s website at www.rif.org. 

http://www.rif.org/us/literacy-resources/multicultural/2011-multicultural-booklist.htm

